
 

 

A South-West Persian Afshar Vase and Floral Rug 

The vase and flower motif of this Afshar rug is adapted from the realistically floral Kerman rugs. It is a 

‘Village Rug’, woven in environs close to Sirjan, a large city located in the North-West corner of 

Kerman Province. The rug has knotting that is symmetrical all over, consistent with an Afshar village 

attribution. It has an abstract geometric design woven by weavers at the end of the 19th century. The 

white field in this small (95 x76 cm) archaic rug provides a striking contrast to the red, blue and green 

plants. The central field features a decorated vase from which a single large flower has grown. From 

above, a ‘platform’ with an 

upward-facing chevron 

design, supports a long-

tailed bird in all its glory. 

The design of this rug 

depends on left and right 

bilateral symmetry. This is 

obvious in the large corner 

blooms but does not always 

apply to the smaller lateral 

plants and fillers that lie on 

either side of the central 

axis.  

 

It is unusual to find woven 

Farsi inscriptions on an 

Afshar rug and I wanted to 

get them translated. 

Richard Purdon had an 

Iranian friend who helped.   

Any Comments? 

 

The one at the top:   

It is the name of the 

weaver. Translation: 

Hameedi pour. Pour 

means ‘son of’, so the 

literal translation is ‘son of 

Hameed’. 

2. The one at the bottom: 

The name of the recipient 

or the person who ordered 

the rug: Translation: Haji 

Jaafar. Haji means a Muslim who goes to Mecca. Jaafar is a traditional name, name of the brother of the 

4th Muslim Caliph.  

 

A question for members that I cannot answer: Is it possible for them to identify any of the plant 

types that are woven on the rug?  And can any members identify the type of bird?  

Paul R. Benjamin 


